
 

 

Italy at its best for World Expo 2010: culture and innovation to 
improve the quality of life 

 
Iconic Caravaggio’s fruit basket for the first time in China  

Inside the Italian Pavilion 
 

Shanghai, March 18th, 2010 - Italy makes its grand appearance at Expo and 
discloses a program full of exciting events. The Italian participation at the Expo will 
focus on the role of Made in Italy goods to improve the quality of life in big cities 
through technological innovations, artistic and cultural heritage. 
 
Named City of Man, the Pavilion will showcase for six months the Italian 
interpretation of the Expo theme Better City, Better Life. 
 
For the first time ever two masterpieces by the immortal Renaissance painter 
Caravaggio, who changed the way of thinking of Western artists, will be brought to 
China on the occasion of the 400th anniversary of his death. The “Basket of fruit” 
and the “Boy with a basket of fruit” will be shown in the exhibition dedicated to the 
“Italian way of life” as distinctive feature of the cultural environment of the country 
but also as a reminder of the relationship between nature and mankind. 
 
Various temporary exhibitions will focus on design, technological innovation, 
contemporary art and architecture. A workshop inside the Pavilion will show people 
at work with special skills: experts working on restoration of ancient relics, 
craftsmen making shoes, clothes, jewelry and violins, illustrators, pastry chefs, and 
others. 
 
Regular thematic forums will also gather Italian, Chinese and international experts on 
numerous subjects relevant to the Expo theme such as turism in historic cities, 
sustainable mobility, conservation of cultural heritage, urban environment and 
renewable energies, health care and technologies for the disabled, wellness and 
creativity, design and architecture, and many others.  
 
Several performances have also been scheduled ranging from classic Puccini Boheme 
performed by Turin Royal Theatre to traditional Neapolitan music by renown 
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artists Renzo Arbore and Massimo Ranieri, from music scores by Oscar winner 
composer Ennio Morricone to pop singer Giorgia Fumanti, from Roberto Bolle 
ballet to Piazza Vittorio Orchestra that enlivens the night in Rome’s Chinatown. 
Famous players will also join the Italian program, including the La Scala Philarmonic 
Orchestra, to Mr. Uto Ughi who plays the most precious Stradivari violin 
”Kreutzer”.  
 
Every day visitors will enjoy different experiences: live entertainment, activities for 
children, fashion shows, food and wine tasting. 
 
Finally luxury brands will be on display with their latest collections. The Pavilion 
staff will wear Prada; Ferrari will display its exclusive new model of hibrid car next 
to a rare model of Isotta Fraschini, the most luxurious collector car ever made; 
Bulgari will show its fabulous collection of jewelry. 
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For more information, please contact:  
Crystal Wang 
Edelman 
Tel.：021－6193 7521 
E-mail：crystal.wang@edelman.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


